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TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: JAN 2 2 2002 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. TGChllOlOgy CGfltGr 21 00 

The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED 



□ 
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in the amount of 



No additional fee is required for amendment. 
Please charge Deposit Account No. 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

A check in the amount of $72.00 to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 

the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 20-1504 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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REPLY TO OFFICE ACTION DATED DECEMBER 12, 2001 

Dear Sir: 

Please amend the claims to read as follows: 
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1 . (Amended) A method comprising: 

identifying a first version of a software module, the software module being installed on a 
computer system and being associated with circuitry of the computer system; 
identifying a second version of the software module; 

automatically determining whether the second version is more current than the first 
version and whether the second version is compatible with the circuitry; and 

indicating the result of the determination. 



17. (Amended) A program storage device, readable by a programmable control 
device, comprising: 

instructions stored on the program storage device for causing the programmable control 
device to 

identify a first version of a software module, the software module being installed 
on a computer system and being associated with the circuitry of the computer system; 
identify a second version of the software module; 

automatically determine whether the second version is more current than the first 
version and whether the second version is compatible with the circuitry; and 

indicate the result of the determination. 



01/22/2002 JBALINAN 00000036 09272S45 

01 FC:103 72.00 OP 



Date of Deposit: December 26. 2001 



I hereby certify under 37 CFR 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated above and is addressed to the 
Comm^sjoner f^r P^jnts, Washington, DC 20231 . 



Debra Cutrona 




^ Please add the following new claims: 



41 . (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the determining comprises: 
determining a date associated with the first version, the date establishing compatibility 

between the second and first versions. 

42. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the circuitry comprises an add-in card. 

43. (New) The program storage device of claim 17, further comprising instructions to 
cause the programmable control device to determine a date associated with the first version, the 
date establishing compatibility between the first and second versions. 

44. (New) The programmable storage device of claim 17, wherein the circuitry 
comprises an add-in card. 
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